The challenges of maintaining intersubjectivity in interactions between learners and native speakers (NS) are considerable. It is common, for example, for mutual understanding to be compromised and the progressivity of communication to be disrupted by lengthy negotiations and word searches (WSs) (Egbert, Niebecker & Rezzara, 2004; Gardner & Wagner, 2004; Gumperz, 1982; Kurhila, 2006) in which communication strategies (CSs) are deployed, responded to and manipulated in order to locate missing words and maintain intersubjectivity (Kurhila, 2006; Mazeland & Zaman-Zadeh, 2004; Willey, 1999) . Analyzing word searches and how CSs are used is thus critically important to understanding how L1 and L2 speakers jointly address trouble and restore mutual understanding.
